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[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Short description of the tool or activity Duolingo

What is it? 
Duolingo is a free language-learning and crowdsourced text translation platform. The service is designed so that, as users progress through the lessons, they simultaneously help to translate websites and other documents. As of 23 March 2015, Duolingo offers Latin American Spanish, French, German, Brazilian Portuguese, Italian, Dutch, Irish, Danish, Swedish and Turkish courses for English speakers, as well as American English for Spanish, French, German, Portuguese, Italian, Greek, Dutch, Russian, Polish, Turkish, Hungarian, Romanian, Japanese, Hindi, Indonesian, Korean, Vietnamese, and Czech speakers. It also offers many other combinations of languages. It is available on the Web, iOS, Android and Windows Phone 8.1 platforms.
How does it work?
Duolingo offers extensive written lessons and dictation, with speaking practice for more advanced users. It has a gamified skill tree that users can progress through and a vocabulary section where learned words can be practiced.
Users gain "experience points" (XP) as they learn a language, such as when they complete a lesson. Skills are considered "learned" when users complete all the lessons associated with the skill. Users win one point for each correct answer, and lose one for each error, and validate the lesson when they reach 10 points. (In an earlier version, users used to start with four "lives" on early lessons and three on later lessons, a "life" being lost with each mistake.) Duolingo also includes a timed practice feature, where users are given 30 seconds and twenty questions and awarded a skill point and seven or ten additional seconds (time depends on the length of the question) for each correct answer. As the goal of Duolingo is to get people to learn the language, each skill (containing between 1 to 10 lessons) has a "strength bar" that corresponds to the computer's estimate of how strongly certain words or constructions still exist in the user's memory. After a certain duration of time, strength bars fade, indicating a need for a user to refresh/re-study that lesson, or to "strengthen weak skills." Courses can teach upwards of 2,000 words.
Duolingo uses a heavily data-driven approach to education. At each step along the way, the system measures which questions the users struggle with and what sorts of mistakes they make. It then aggregates those data and learns from the patterns it recognizes.

What is specific about the tool?
The core learning is extremely clear to understand and work through. The exercises are solid and replicate some of the typical drills you'll find in better-known language software such as Rosetta Stone. Exercises build on one another so that you're introduced to words and concepts at the right point in the learning schedule. Typical lessons have multiple-choice questions, listen-and-write exercises, translation exercises, and spoken exercises, too.
Are there advantages/disadvantages?
Duolingo has tremendous features that work surprisingly well at getting you to practice a language. And because it exposes you to interesting content and people, using it is actually fun and interesting. Even if you're already using another language-learning software program or taking a language class, you can always pair it with Duolingo to strengthen your skills.
Source: where can the tool be found
http://www.duolingo.com/ 
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If a tool or activity scores remarkably good (favorable) on a particular criterion, you put a cross in column number 2, which is green.If a tool or activity scores remarkably poor (unfavorable) on a particular criterion, you put a cross in column 0, which is red. If the result tend to be intermediate, you can choose column number 1 (orange). 
Please provide a short remark if you think it is necessary to point out a particular characteristic of the tool.
	Label
	General definition
	Examples
	0  
	1  
	2

	Purpose
	The extent to which the tool meets the requirements of the selected purpose(s) 
	· Meet/choose new words
· Discover the meaning/form ( clear meaning, pronunciation, spelling)
· Integrate (new) words
· Consolidate words
· Master/use words 
	
	
	X

	
	Remark:

	Ease of use
	The extent to which the tool or activity is workable
	Cognitive complexity, interface, layout, instructions, skills needed, language, clarity of task, ease of access (mobility, startup time, materials needed)
	
	
	X

	
	Remark: Very easy to start with hand to use.

	Investment
	The investment you need to make
	Cost, time investment, effort (setup: download, software, materials, presence of ready-made exercises, randomization..)
	
	
	X

	
	Remark: 

	Outcome
	The extent to which the tool has a good outcome
	Number of words learned or practised, perceived intensity of learning (eg levels of Bloom: recognition, retention, analysis, application...), receptive vs productive
	
	
	X

	
	Remark: still to be tested for higher levels

	Support
	How much support do you get when you learn
	Access to support, pronunciation available, connection to platform /course, feedback and evaluation, demonstration, visual support
	
	
	X

	
	Remark:

	Methodology
	Is the methodology sound
	Variety in exercises, use of context, activation of the learner, possibility to choose own method, use of repetition, loop learning
	
	X
	

	
	Remark: mainly translation-oriented

	Quality of language
	Are the exercises reliable wrt language
	Spelling, correctness of translation, accurate language level
	
	
	X

	
	Remark:  American English, Latin-American Spanish

	Perspective
	Information on your progression (micro/mesolevel)
	Information on progress made, visualization of results, benchmarking
	
	
	X

	
	Remark:
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