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[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Short description of the tool or activity

What is it? 
Anki is a spaced repetition flashcard program, similar to SuperMemo, a commercial product for the same purpose. Anki (暗記) is the Japanese word for memorization.]
The SM2 algorithm, created for SuperMemo in the late 1980s, forms the basis of the spaced repetition methods employed in the program. Anki's implementation of the algorithm has been modified to allow priorities on cards and to show cards in order of their urgency.
The cards are presented using HTML and may include text, images, sounds, videos, and LaTeX equations. The decks of cards, along with the user's statistics, are stored in the open SQLite format.
How does it work?
Anki stores data differently from other flashcard programs.
Cards are generated from information stored as "notes". Notes are analogous to database entries and can have an arbitrary number of fields. For example, with respect to learning a language, a note may have the following fields and example entries:
· Field 1: Expression in target language – "gâteau"
· Field 2: Pronunciation – [sound file with the word "gâteau" pronounced]
· Field 3: Meaning of expression in familiar language – "cake"
The user can design cards that test the information contained in each note. One card may have a question (expression) and an answer (pronunciation, meaning).
By keeping the separate cards linked to the same fact, spelling mistakes can be adjusted against all cards at the same time and Anki can ensure that related cards are not shown in too short a spacing.
Anki supports synchronization with a free (but proprietary) online server called AnkiWeb. This allows users to keep decks synchronized across multiple computers, and to study online or on a cell phone.

What is specific about the tool?
Spaced repetition is a learning technique that incorporates increasing intervals of time between subsequent review of previously learned material in order to exploit the psychological spacing effect. Alternative names include spaced rehearsal, expanding rehearsal, graduated intervals, repetition spacing, repetition scheduling, spaced retrieval and expanded retrieval.[1]
Although the principle is useful in many contexts, spaced repetition is commonly applied in contexts in which a learner must acquire a large number of items and retain them indefinitely in memory. It is therefore well suited for the problem of vocabulary acquisition in the course of second language learning, 
Are there advantages/disadvantages?
Advantages: it’s free, fully adjustable and it works.
Disadvantages: it’s not easy to use in the beginning and the interface is very basic.
Source: where can the tool be found
http://ankisrs.net 



Quality labels[image: the european flame.jpg]
If a tool or activity scores remarkably good (favorable) on a particular criterion, you put a cross in column number 2, which is green.If a tool or activity scores remarkably poor (unfavorable) on a particular criterion, you put a cross in column 0, which is red. If the result tend to be intermediate, you can choose column number 1 (orange). 
Please provide a short remark if you think it is necessary to point out a particular characteristic of the tool.
	Label
	General definition
	Examples
	0  
	1  
	2

	Purpose
	The extent to which the tool meets the requirements of the selected purpose(s) 
	· Meet/choose new words
· Discover the meaning/form ( clear meaning, pronunciation, spelling)
· Integrate (new) words
· Consolidate words
· Master/use words 
	
	
	X

	
	Remark:

	Ease of use
	The extent to which the tool or activity is workable
	Cognitive complexity, interface, layout, instructions, skills needed, language, clarity of task, ease of access (mobility, startup time, materials needed)
	
	X
	

	
	Remark:

	Investment
	The investment you need to make
	Cost, time investment, effort (setup: download, software, materials, presence of ready-made exercises, randomization..)
	
	X
	

	
	Remark:

	Outcome
	The extent to which the tool has a good outcome
	Number of words learned or practised, perceived intensity of learning (eg levels of Bloom: recognition, retention, analysis, application...), receptive vs productive
	
	
	X

	
	Remark:

	Support
	How much support do you get when you learn
	Access to support, pronunciation available, connection to platform /course, feedback and evaluation, demonstration, visual support
	
	X
	

	
	Remark:

	Methodology
	Is the methodology sound
	Variety in exercises, use of context, activation of the learner, possibility to choose own method, use of repetition, loop learning
	
	X
	

	
	Remark:

	Quality of language
	Are the exercises reliable wrt language
	Spelling, correctness of translation, accurate language level
	X
	
	

	
	Remark: the quality of the decks of cards made by other users is not always good.

	Perspective
	Information on your progression (micro/mesolevel)
	Information on progress made, visualization of results, benchmarking
	X
	
	

	
	Remark:
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